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A rmodest office on the sev-
enth ficorof A glass tower at
Cotwmbiss Circle in Manhattan.
Light snow i falling. Picture
windows look east over Cenfral
Fark. Errter Atderson Cooper,
401 siver-haired scowge of
Skw-moving FEMA bareau-
crats and host of CNN's widle
manging mghtly newscast
Anderson Cooper 360
Cooper took the show prime-
tirme in 2005, fust after his
emational, ouiERed reperting
from Hurncana Katring made
hirr a stai: since then he's
rrgen I the top in his time-siot
ratings whife fifing dispalches
frion complay confiicts in the
Third Waardd. Telling hard stores
has been Cooper s passion
cinpe 1902 wihen he traced fis
Yale degree for a Hi-8 camen,
a fake press pass, and a plang
tickef to meet Myanmar’s
Karen rebels, frealancing His
way into jobs at the in-school
nebwork Chennel One, ABC,
and wtimataly TN Now:, back
fram a week i the Demoecratic
Fepubilic of Congo, mart of his
MoONEEhTINg Work for 60
Minutes, Cooper is oager o
o tolunch, but [ force him to
pause, At home, | have a shring
filled with artifacts from 20
vears of reporting i the Third
Wiorkd, bue Cooper's Erophy
shelfis vast and jealousy-
Inglucing. with snapshats from
around the worid vwing for
soace with his Kewar helmet,
Furndrmacke tops, andt focal art

OUTSIDE: Sweet painting!
COOPER: Hove this it'sa
restaurant slgn from Goma, in
edastern Congo. | don't knaw
wihy it 5ays CHICAGD BULLS.

| codlect hand-painted stuff
like this. Mostiy | give it away,

5/ Outside

roGy

That's also from eastarm
Congo. The rebels had just
taken over that town, 5o
went aut there one night with
a screwdriver and liberated it
hefore they could trash it | like
it because il shows the old
Zairean flag, | was obsessed
with that flag when | was a
kid. | always tell people
Oestsicler changed my life.
When | was-—

Wait. You can't tell that
until we're sitting down.

The Boy and the World

A few minutes later, having
bpen halled twice by Strangers
on the way to unch [ Thank
woe! ™ Thank you, Anclerson! ),
Conper settfes inlo a resiau-
rant booth. He taiks 3 bit about
his interest in Budfism, which
ted hirry, edrly in fifs career, to
spend & semester studyng in
Vietraim Since then, hie's
reported from 58 countries,
inchuding same of the workd's
riast hand-bitten war zones,
Don't you ever get scared?
I fincd it exhillarating. terrifying
al times, depressing, fascinat-
Ing. But | have a greal desire
to soe it and to go back

Did your own travel experi-
ence prepare you for that?
| had my eves openad when

| flest went to Alrica, when )
was T7 H was my senior year
of high schood. My college
applications were in, anc

I didn't see much point in
beirg Lhere.

The senior slump.

Hight. S0 | decded 1o get out
af towry, And usern to read
the traved ads in the back of
Qutsicle. Aot And | remerm-
her finding, anad for this

A British Arrmy lonry through
Africa. lwent from Jobarg to
London overland, in thiee o
four months. In that way, |
say Outside charged iy Hife,
because that trip opened my
aves toa lot of possibilities
and different experiences.
You had some tragedies in
your family.

Yeah, My clad died when |
was ten My brother commit-
ted sukcicle, And all those
wire things that propelled
rme away, more than | would
have pone otherwise. | gol a
joby when | was 11 so | could
start earning money. And
when | was 14 | started doing
these courses with MOLS,
Mourtaineering in e Wind
River Hange, kayaking in the
Seaof Corter. So by the time
| want to Africa | was pretty
independent, but it was the
first time I'd been through a
roacblock and had someone
point a gun at me.

Did it change you? Your
perception of the world?

It certainly opened It up.|
miean, MNew York had been my
unkverse, and none of that
seemed real to ma, Africa
seemed real | felt comfiort-
abde, which ks hard to explain, |
cion't know wiiy. There wasn't
alot of chitchat. You g8t dawn
to the core very gquickly, and
you see people as they are It's
less confusing.

Did you feel at home with
yourself while thera?

| kgl riyself moee there than
| il here, | wanted to be that
person. barew Lpin a privi-
leged ervimnment [his moth-
er is fashion designer Glarka
Vanderhilt ], but to me the

rdpy

an Ci REl And vice ver: FAT ) fork | J
wncent on how Qutside kick-started his life, the perils of vacation, and

th a rebel group. (Hint: It's not like the bar scene in Star Wars.)

And this sign, for Avenue company called Encounter greatest peivilege was at a

Joseph Mobutu? Owerland, which ran trips in very early age realizing that

what alol of people think they
want, what a et of people are
aiming far—ulLimatety, they
will be just as miserabla as
everybody else. Once you
realize that, it's sort of freeing,
You weren't necessarily
happy on that truck in
Africa. But there is some-
thing deeply happy about
those difficult experiences.
Peaple routinely say, “That
was the greatest experi-
ence of my life" It'sa
strange alchemy, the way
miserable things are turned
into good memories.

When you are hospltalized
with malaria, it's nol so great,
bt inretrospect, yeah, it was
the greatest Lhing ever,

But if people haven't had
those experiences, they're
afraid. They think, Thisis
going to suck.

It CHEF IL sucks Of coursa It's
going 1o suck at times. But it's
alsa poing 1o be exhilarating
and irvigorating, and it's going
1o guicken your pulse in away
it's never bean auickenad, And
wou know what? Mot every-
thing has to feel good. That's
sort of a revelation—at least it
was for me. You should go
through it it showd suck. It's
not all about enjoymeant

You bring me to my cynical
wiew that America is the
comfort nation, that we
want to be cocooned.

| don't buy that. A lot of pac-
ple are seriausly Intesested in
this swuff. More so than ever,
Loolk at TV There are tons of
travel shows, Maybe it's arm-
chair travelers. but that's Ok,
‘We all have our limitations.
You are convinced TV can



do more good than harm.
Smart TV can I'm a big belley
er in the power of television to
bring youl 1o a spat inavery
visceral and real way, Whether
it's Katrlna ar the DRC, It can
have a quicker and bigger
mpact than anything.

Cooper's Vacation Problem
The smow shower fas turmed
into g blizzarel, Couper has cof-
surned rmost.of a filet mignon
arned two glasses of cranberry
juice with socla.

Do you have favorite places
that you dream about
golng back ta?

os, absolutaly. But I'm not
sured want to tell anyibody
Fess up.

| don't want people going.
Fess up.

Seeing the garillas in Rwanda
is something Lreally like.

That would be g-o-r—

‘e, g-o-r-i-l-l-a 've done
that six, seven, eight times
o, 2oing back to 1985, To be
allowead Lo sit with tham for an
hour and have them brush by
YOL OF Gharde you or Com-
platety gnare you because
they think you ane so ridicu-
s There's somathing about
the Intimacy that | finc
extraorchinary .. | alse went

56 Outsldo

along the coast of Croana,
which was |Just Increclibie.
This was when you got
called back for Katrina.
Yeah, | didn’t get insee as
much as Dwanted to. But |
saw that Paris Hitton went last
wear, so | started to feel ke
midvtie Croatia s done, And
Brazil—| like Salvador a lot.
Bahia is one of the remarkable
places of the warkd, But | don't
dowell at resorts. | gat bored
VEIY, very quickhy,

Do you go on vacation?

Mo, Mot really, It's a problerm
My deal with 60 Ainutes is

| can only wiok for tham an
vacations and weekands, 50 1f
| take vacation time, I'd ather
g0 somewhee for 60 Minutes
That's your idea of a
vacation?

Congo was my vacation Being
able to tell a story | couldn't
otherwise tell—It just feels...
worthwhile, It feels like the
rlght thing to do. 50 | need to
do it whie | can, At some
paint they're going to decide
I'rm rot that ineresting. That's
inevitable.

At some point you get to
go on vacation.

s, andd | will be very
depressed aloul it

Do Americans have an

exaggerated sense of dan-
ger about the Third World?
Oh, yaah. But Amerlcans have
an axageerated sense of dan
ger about New York City I'm
also not a good person o ask,
because my sense of what's
dangeraus 15 completely
warped. People have stopped
asking me for advice, because
| encourage paople to go
amywhere, [t really pissed me
off, twi summers ago, during
the war agamst Hezbollab
inLebanon, when Depseche
Mode canceled thelr concert
im Tel Aviy, For security rea-
sons! | don't understand why
rmigre artists don't go and
entertain the trooos. [ mean,
hasn't Jessica Simpson been
ower Lhere? | saw this cdocu-
mentary on Marlene Deetrich,
andd during World War Il she
WES 20inNE ou, right to the
front lines. | think she was
having sex with a lot of the
troogs, too, F'm not saying
artists should do that. But she
took supporting the troops o
a level that few have since.
Take that, Hitler.

Exaclly.

You're like Seamus Murphy,
awar photographer | work
with a lot. He was choosing
avacation spot to take his
girlfriend, and he said to
me, seriously, “Kabul”

| get that. There's a couple of
mice littha hotels thare. | don't
think going to places where
there are kidnapping threats
i5wise, Kidnapping freaks me
out. Bullets and mortars are
hoerifle, obwioushy, but there's
A rAandominess you can
account for, Kidnapping?
Being kept in a hobe for seven
years, chalned to a raciatos
like Terny Anderson wasy |
can't imagine.

| had some bad times in
Colombia, which is well
known for its kidnapping.
Mat's rmy next vacation spol,
You're kidding.

Mo P'rm ot | heard IU's OK
nowy, S0 that's onmy list of
aces | really want togo.

Getting Past the Why
Colurmnbes Cicle & engulled in
avirtua! whiteout. Our plates

are cleared away by d walter
wito (s careful nof fo staie.
Give me a tip. I'm going to
Burma for Outside, and |
don't know It.

I've anly lxeen 1o rebel-con
trolled parts. | got inthrougha
centact in Mae Sat, the bordes
smURRINE towm in Thailand
That's one of my favorite
things, making contact
with the guerrillas. Do you
tell people how you do
that? I'm always ashamed,
because it's sort of easier
than it looks. You just meet
the guy whao introduces you
to the guy who Introduces
youl to the guy.

| o, Youwant to Choud it

in mystery 1o make it more
mmpressive, People imagine its
like the bar in Star Wares, | once
had towalt a weak in a Belfast
hotel for the IRA to contact
me, It was a lovely hotel, and
it felt very clandestine.

Did you have any role
models for this kind of
adventurous life?

Basides Outside ?

Honestly, no.

Good answer.

It seemed so unike anything
that anybody had ever recom-
mandec tomie el always
been interested i mditany
stufl, | collected toy saldiers
British colonial wars, | was
obsessed with the Julu wars.
Three yaars ago—this i5 going
to sound really peeky—| went
1o the Zulu battlefislds,
[zandiwana and Rorke’s Drift,
I'm so glad | went. | forget
what the question was,

That is the question. Where
does axclternent about the
world come from?

| was interested in obscure
wars that nobody cared
ahout, just as now Fminter-
gsted in obsowe slories that
pecpie aren't telling, Thene is
sarmething in the fact that
peaphe in these places are
experencing oftentimes hor-
rific: things, and nolkxody knows
of their struggle. | find that
particularly gallng, or upset-
ting,. At the very least | think
pecpbe should go there, at
least through television.,

continued on paga 149



SRS ELOR CODTT cont Inumd from page 46
Do you ever have trouble coming back
to New York?
Yeah, Its very strange coming back. Now
I'mused to the dichotomy of it. Buf it was
really hard in 1he beginning. When [ f{rst
started going to Sarajevo in "3, '04, the
height of the war there, coming back 1
kept trying to picture how New York
would fare if the Bronx, Brooklyn, and
Staten Island were full of Serbs lobbing
shells into Manhattan, [t doesn’t take
long for everything to break down. It
doesn’l take long for people to change,
for one's heart to harden and for the dark
stuff which is in all of us to come to the
fore. Onee the electricity goes out, and
the lghts go out, and the air-condition -
ing stops working, or you get really cold,
il doesn’t {ake long until you start killing
une another, would always wonder, like,
in New York how would that play out?
Did you get bitter about life here?
Mot bitter, just more confused. It inade it
harder to fit in. | stopped going to parties,
I remember coming back from Rwanda
during the genocide, and going directly
toa dinner party and not being able to
converse with anyone. [ just had nothing
to say. | remember being very negative:
They were talking about slupld stuff. But
you can't exist like that forever. You have
to come to some sort of understanding in
vour own head.
What's the understanding?
[E"s just thut all of this is conlained in the
same world and probably abways will be,
and that it"s OK, It is the way il is, You can
knock your head against the wall asking
why somet hing has happened. Al a cer-
tain point you gel to a place where there
isn't any why. You just stop asking the
why. And even in the midst of horror and
sadness, there are great acts of compas-
sion und kindness, there are acts of great
joy, there is life... Tdo think television can
change things, make some things better,
and not ina grand “save the world" kind
of way. But you can tell stories that
change the world. 11's Lhe only thing |
know how (o da, frankly,
You sound almost optimistic.
Yeah, 1 am. There's no reason not to be. It's
aprivilege logo to these plages, towalkinte
semme0ne’s [ome, burn your caimert on, and
tell their stary, and to be trusted with that,
It's not my job to be optimistic or pes-
sirmistic; it's my job to be there, How could
I not go there, how could I not do (hat?
Shmne onme it [ didn'L o

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR PATRICK
SYMMES HAS REPORTED FROM 17
COUNTRIES FOR OUTSIDE,

AUSHLL BCE continusd fream page 122
by many who remembered media reports
about the Sharp and Nangpa La incidents,
His reluctance to speak publicly about
these matters only confused things more,

After scrutinizing Brice over the past
vear and a half, L had come to think that he
was neither demon nor demigod. Maybe he
wis both—but in away thal not many peo-
ple could recognize or appreciate, Brice
could certainly be surly and abrasive, even
vindictive. But [ couldn't get past the fact
that he did as much as anyone guiding in
the Himalayas to make sure his clients
came down alive,

“I'm just a guy who made commercial
expeditioning into something thal was
profitable and saler for clients” Brice says,
“I daresay if Tknow I've helped to improve
safety and reduce the number of people
dying on the mountain, and if ['ve helped
the local community to a degree, then that
will be pretty cool. Bul life's like 2 buckel
ol water—you put your hand in if, and
shake vour hand around, and it makes a
few waves, Then you fake your hand out,
and nothing’s changed ”

"The next morning we met by the lifts
and rode to the top of Vail Mountain, This
was a rare respite for Brice, whowould be
swept up in preparations for the 2008
Everest season as soon as he returned to
France, In March, it turned oul, just twa
weeks before he was scheduled to meet
his "08 clients in Asia, Brice learned that
the north side and upper portions of the
south side of Everest would be closed
until May 10 —an effort to clear Lhe
mountain while a Chinese team carried
up the Olymipic torch. As this issue went
to press, he and other outfitters wore left
serambling to save a season that might
never gel off the ground,

For the moment, though, Brice could
ignore Lhe worries and simply play in the
mountains, unfettered by the burden of
running complex expeditions. Ever the
guide, he led us to the top of one of his
favorite slopes, where a thick blanket of
fresh snow stretched out beneath us, and
shoved off, the smoky powder swirling in
his wake. Tadmired his turns for a moment,
then chased after him. o

NICK HEIL'S DARK SLIMMIT: THE TRUE

STORY OF EVEREST'S MOST CONTRO?
VERSIAL SEASON WILL BE PUBLISHED
INMAY BY HENSY HOLTANDICO.
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Growingup, the only Sunday observance my family kept religiously was 60 Mimutes. T'm not
sure what that says about my family, but it does help explain wiy the first time I saw Ander-
son Cooper—a cable-news guy? —filing a story in such saered air space, Talmost choked on
my dinner roll. Then [ started watching. | couldn't help but notice that the ambitions stories
Cooper Lakes on for both 60 Mimefes and CHN seem, well, perfectly al home in the pages of
this magazine. Endangered silverback gorillas tnthe Congo. The effects of global warming on
the remote rainforests of Hrazil. Along with building one of the world's most impressive
adventure-travel résumés, he's become TV most reliable storyteller,

When it came to interviewing Cooper, we sent the only guy we knew who could match him
exotle Lale for exotic tale: longlime contributing editor Patrick Symmes. What Symimes
turned in wis less 2 traditional Q& A than an exchange of ideas about travel, danger, and the
itinerant lifestyle, Maturally, one of my favorite revelations was that an ad in the back of Cuil-
sidde was what first inspired Cooper to travel the world, Even better was this nugget; Tnorder
for Cooper toreport for CBS's 60 Minutes, he has to use his vacation time from CNN. Tean’t
think of a better example of the theme of this month's best-jobs feature (The Guide, page
700: When vou purste whal vou love, you never hive to work another day in your life.



